
English 11 Advanced Summer Reading Project

For students entering 11A in Fall 2022, there are two reading
requirements. First, all students must read How to Read Literature like
a Professor by Thomas C. Foster. Be sure to obtain your own copy of
the work and be sure to bring it with you to the first day of class. This
reference text will give us a common approach to our study of
literature this year and will be used frequently. (It’s also entertaining.
Really.)

Next, you will be reading and responding to a novel you select. On the
back of this paper is a list of novels from which you may choose. You
may read any book on the list, but the book you select must be on the
list. These books should all be readily available at the public library or
at bookstores (or as e-books). When selecting your novel, please do
not do so with only page length in mind. Read through the synopses
and find a novel that interests you, one that you can see yourself
enjoying. Reading is a privilege, can be quite therapeutic, and is
something that you must do well in order to find success in life.
Cherish your ability to do so and get your Junior year of high school
started on the right foot by completing this assignment with integrity.

As you read your novel, annotate: Note passages you think are
interesting, writing you think is exemplary, words you don’t
understand. Be an active reader. You will use these annotations to help
you complete 3, one-page essays. The essays will follow standard MLA
formatting (as will all essays written for this course): 12 point sizing,
Times New Roman font, and double-spaced. The three essays are as
follows:

1) Informative: Apply your insights from How to Read Literature like a
Professor to explain one symbol, motif, or theme in your selected novel. Use
specific passages from the text, with citations, to support your ideas.

2) Argumentative: Should your peers read your selected novel? Use specific
details from the novel, with citations, to make your case. Do not use
personal pronouns!

3) Narrative: In the voice of the narrator of your novel, add a chapter to
your book at any point in the story you choose. (Could be a prequel, could be
an epilogue, could be in the middle.)

The 3, one-page essays will be due on the first full day of
school. Essays should be typed and stapled together; no cover page,
please. Be sure to use a proper heading according to MLA style.



When we come together in the fall, we will use these essays as source
material for our first writing assignment. The more detailed and
thoughtful your essays are, the easier writing that assignment will be.

Have fun with this and again, pick something that interests you, not
whatever has the lowest page count.

Mr. Dold
Email: edold@htsd.us

For questions on MLA style (including in-text citations), go to:
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

English 11A – Summer Reading List

1. Sylvia Plath The Bell Jar

2. Zadie Smith White Teeth

3. Aldous Huxley Brave New World

4. JRR Tolkien The Hobbit

5. Anthony Burgess A Clockwork Orange

6. Arundhati Roy The God of Small Things

7. Robert Louis Stevenson Treasure Island

8. Jane Austen Pride and Prejudice

9. Virginia Woolf Mrs. Dalloway

10. T.H. White The Once and Future King
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